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Description and objectives 
 
Human migration and displacement are integral to societies around the world. As planetary processes 
concentrate wealth, heighten inequality, and reshape political systems, people’s movements in search 
of profit, protection and passage continue to transform governance, economies, and societies. Nowhere 
are the relationships between mobility and transformation more acute than in Africa. Studying 
migration means interrogating these connections.  
 
As an empirical phenomenon and heuristic, people’s movements may be simultaneously destabilising 
and empowering: they challenge not only the organization of socio-economic and political structures, 
but also our presumptions about them. They ask us to read cities, states, and societies through varied 
lenses and at multiple scales. Drawing course material from the social scientific canon together with 
case material primarily from Africa and elsewhere in the ‘global south’, this course questions, and 
problematizes core concepts and broader debates within academic scholarship and policy processes. 
 
This is not a practical training course although it has significant practical implications. Instead, it begins 
a dialogue between the empirical dynamics of human mobility (e.g., causes, consequences, responses) 
and debates over contemporary social, political, and economic life. Throughout it questions the 
methods and motivations for generating and sharing knowledge about mobility. While not offering 
technical training, it provides critical empirical and conceptual foundations and analytical and 
communication skills.  
 
The course comprises two primary sections. The first outlines global trends and provides the conceptual 
and legal vocabulary used in discussions of migration and displacement in contemporary societies. In 
doing so, it highlights the often-uneasy relationship between complex social realities and the flattening 
effects of categorisation in policy and science. The second investigates formal and informal responses 
to migration by embedding the study of human mobility within broader social scientific considerations 
of globalization/transnationalism, state power, and the changing nature of social and political 
community. Throughout the course, students will be asked to relate migration patterns and responses 
to multiple forms and scales of governance and regulation. 
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The course readings and discussion will range widely across spaces and themes, but all topics refer 

back to a series of central questions. Successful students will synthesise information from all topics to 

develop well-informed responses to these queries:  

 
1. What are the most significant causes and consequences of migration? This is an open question 

drawing on empirical and ethical concerns. Students will assess instigation and impacts at multiple 
geographic and historical scales across a broad spectrum of sites, institutions, and actors. In doing 
so, they should be particularly aware of epistemological and etiological questions regarding 
causality, structure, and agency and the politics of particular causal claims.  
 

2. What are the practical, conceptual, and ethical distinctions between various categories of migrants 
and what ‘work’ do they do? What, if anything, empirically distinguishes the experiences of 
categories of migrants from each other or other similar groups in sending and receiving 
communities? Given the importance of categories in policy debates, students should question how 
they are generated and their boundaries maintained in theory and practice? Whose interests do 
they serve and what are the consequences of their use? 
 

3. How does human mobility affect the nature of community, politics, citizenship, and representation? 
How does it affect how we speak and write about these subjects? How do responses to migration 
and displacement – including humanitarianism, conflict interventions, asylum, and migration 
policies – reflect and change the nature of political and social power and belonging? How do varied 
forms of human mobility call into question ethical and conceptual presumptions about the nature 
of politics, economy, and society?  

 
4. What are the potential implications of mobility for other policy fields and debates? As part of the 

social world in which we live, mobility has important consequences for, among others, 
environmental management, housing and health delivery, poverty reduction, political 
participation and representation and gender empowerment. Drawing on experience, course work, 
and prior knowledge, students should reflect on what these implications may be and consider the 
challenges of incorporating ‘migration’ thinking into broader analysis and practice.  
 

Teaching and learning process 
 
The course privileges analysis, synthesis, and explanation over memorization or description. Getting the 
most from the readings and classroom discussions demands students continuously link specific topics 
and readings to the broader questions and themes. Students will learn on this course in a variety of 
ways, all of which are equally important in successfully completing the course. These include:  
 

 Independent reading of weekly set texts and other recommended or related options;  

 Regular writing of response papers before class and practice exam questions; 

 In-class presentations based on readings and response papers; 

 In-class discussion on readings, course themes and current events;  

 Student-run study groups and discussion group. While not compulsory, these are highly 

recommended;  

 Attendance at seminars and events: The ACMS runs series of public events and seminar during 

term times. These are important complements to formal classroom learning. While we do not 

require participation, these are important opportunities to learn, network, and engage.  

 Participation in a tutorial / staff facilitated reading group; 



 

Migration & Displacement 2019 | 3  

 Meetings with the course coordinators. Each student must arrange at least 2 meetings with one or 

both the course coordinators during the term.. Students are responsible for arranging these 

meetings, one of which should be within the first three weeks of the term.  

 

Structure and assessment 
 
The course is divided into 12 three-hour seminars held on Tuesday mornings (unless otherwise 
indicated), plus one revision session. Students should come to class prepared to summarise or 
comment on all readings and participate actively in debates and discussion. Attendance is compulsory 
and students must complete all required readings before class-time. Students unable to attend a class 
or complete the readings must inform the course coordinators in advance. When unable to attend, 
students should arrange with their colleagues to be briefed on the classroom discussions, 
announcements, or scheduling changes. Instructors will not distribute lecture notes, presentations, or 
make special arrangements for those who miss class. Students who miss two class sessions without 
valid reasons will not be allowed to sit the final exam. 
 
Students are assessed on four key performance areas. Apart from the final examination, all assignments 
must include page numbers, students’ names and number, and the date of submission.  
 
1 Three Response Papers (15% of total mark) 
 

These papers help refine insights into the substantive material and refine students’ ability to 
communicate complex arguments in writing. They also serve as practice for the final exam. Each 
paper should be structured in the form of a short essay (no more than 500 words) with an original 
and provocative thesis statement supported by evidence drawn from the readings. They should 
synthesise insights from all the week’s required readings although they need not engage extensively 
with each reading. Ideally they should reference readings from previous weeks or other courses. 
Regardless of the specific themes, emphasis should be on critique not summary. The best papers 
will relate readings to the course’s primary questions or explore their implications for broader social 
or political debates. Under no circumstances should they be summaries although summarising main 
points may be necessary as part of a larger argument. To earn credit, students must email copies to 
all course participants at least 24 hours before the class meeting. Response papers will be marked 
on the basis of the ACMS assessment template provided to students at orientation. The papers will 
be marked solely by the course coordinators and returned at class time. Note: Students may submit 
an optional fourth paper. This paper will be marked and returned and the three top-scoring response 
papers will inform the final mark. 
 
Response paper topics will be chosen by students at the beginning of the course with at least two 
students preparing papers for each session. One student will give a 10 minute presentation based 
on their response paper (the use of PowerPoint is highly encouraged) while another student will 
give a five minute verbal response to the first paper. The response is intended as a critical 
engagement with another’s work, not as a second presentation. Time limits will be strictly enforced, 
so practice is essential. All students will give at least one in-class presentation and one response. 
The in-class presentations are an integral part of the response paper and are compulsory.  
 
Response paper marks are a good predictor of exam performance. As such, students are encouraged 
to use these small assignments as an opportunity to improve academic writing and substantive 
understanding. Course coordinators will provide substantial feedback to help in this effort. 
Additional support is available at the Wits writing centre in Wartenweiler Library.  

 
2 Group Project (20% of total mark) 



 

Migration & Displacement 2019 | 4  

 
All students will participate in a small group project critically engaging with a ‘migration issue’ across 
the African continent or elsewhere. The themes are flexible, but each project will conclude with a 
20 minute presentation. During this time, students should outline the core causes and consequences 
of the ‘issue’ along with an explicit discussion of broader implications. Topics may include, but are 
by no means limited to, the impact of European policy on Africa; the AU’s engagement in migration 
issues; the implications of free movement in East Africa or the South African White paper’s effects 
on regional relations; the UN Humanitarian Summits and the Global Compacts. Alternatively, groups 
might consider a specific group or site they feel speaks to broader issues and concerns. Conversely, 
groups are discouraged from addressing South African policy or migrants’ condition in South Africa. 
Further details will be provided once course enrolment is finalised. Students are encouraged to join 
groups exploring themes related to their dissertations. Group themes and membership must be 
approved by the seventh session.  

 
3 Mid-term Assessment (15% of total mark) 
 

This open-book, 24 hour take home assessment will include a series of questions asking students to 
relate the first section of the class back to broader themes. As with the final exam, there will be no 
topic-based questions, so students must have an integrated understanding of the course material 
to date. MA and Hons students will be asked to answer two questions in 24 hours. The mid-term 
assessment will be marked by the course coordinators. Students are encouraged to engage with the 
course coordinators after the assessment.  

 
4 Final Written Examination (50% of total mark) 

 
This take-home, open book exam will include a series of questions asking students to synthesise 
course readings. There will be no topic-based questions, so students must have a broad 
understanding of the course material overall. All MA students will be asked to answer three 
questions in 48 hours. Honours students will have to address two. Review questions will be 
distributed before the exam. Students are encouraged to work together while preparing but are not 
permitted to communicate about the exam while writing. Any evidence of plagiarism on the exam or 
other written work will be dealt with severely and may result in expulsion from the course and the 
university. Exams will be marked by the course coordinators and an external examiner.  

 

 
 

NOTE: Assignments submitted after the deadline without approval will 
be penalised 20 points per 24 hours. The minimum penalty is 20 points.  
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Timeline 
 

Assignment Date Due 

First class session 12 February 2019 

Response papers  Emailed to class 24 hrs before class meetings  

Group project approved by course coordinator 

Mid-term assessment 

2 April 2019 

9-10 April 2019 

Group presentations 28 May 2019 

Revision session 4 June 2019 

Final examination 10-12 June 2019 

 
Academic integrity 
 
Plagiarism and cheating—such as copying work (including published materials) in your assignments 
without proper citation; having your work done by someone else; copying answers from someone else 
during exams; or summarising others work and presenting it as your own—will not be tolerated. 
Students suspected of plagiarism will be given an opportunity to defend inclusion of other’s material. 
Should the case warrants further action, students will be given an official warning from the ACMS and 
their case may be referred to the University’s legal office. Students be found guilty of plagiarism may 
fail an assignment, the course, or be expelled from the University. More on academic integrity is 
available at: https://www.wits.ac.za/research/about-our-research/ethics-and-research-integrity/ 

 

General resources 
 
In addition to the specific readings listed below, students are encouraged to make use of the 
following sources, among others, for independently broadening their reading: 
 

Periodicals 
 

 Journal of Refugee Studies 

 Forced Migration Review 

 Journal of Ethnic and Racial Studies 

 Refugee Survey Quarterly 

 Journal of Southern African Studies 

 Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 

 Mobilities 

 Third World Studies 

 Migration Letters 

 Migration Studies 

 Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 

 Disasters 

 International Migration Review 

 International Migration 

 Journal of Modern African Studies 

 African Affairs 

 Urbanization and Environment 

 Global Networks 
 
Most of these journals are available online through the Wits Library’s electronic journal system or on 
the library shelves. We also encourage you to use of non-migration related journals as background on 
related themes. There are also innumerable websites and institutions addressing many of the course 
themes. 
 

 
  

https://www.wits.ac.za/research/about-our-research/ethics-and-research-integrity/


 

Migration & Displacement 2019 | 6  

Seminar Topics and Readings 
 
Readings marked with an arrow are required and must be completed before class. Those included in 
the appendix are optional and listed as a partial guide for further reading. Required readings are 
included in your course materials. Lecturers’ names are listed under the class heading and date.  
 
There are several questions included under each topic. These are intended to guide your reading and 
encourage you to compare and synthesise the separate readings. However, we encourage you to find 
consider themes and arguments in the readings yourselves. You will do well to keep in mind the course’s 
four central questions while reading. Please note, your response paper must not be a response to one 
of the guiding or course questions.  
 

Section one: Conceptual and empirical foundation  
 
1. Conceptualising migration and displacement 

12 February - Loren Landau and Jean Pierre Misago 
 
Guiding Questions: 

 
 What is migration and can it be studied as a discrete phenomenon? Under what conditions does it 

make sense to distinguish between various categories of migrants (e.g., international and domestic; 
forced and voluntary; permanent and temporary)? 
 

 Is migration best seen as a cause or consequence of broader political, social and economic trends? 
 
Readings: 
 

 Turton, D. 2003. ‘Conceptualising Forced Migration’ Refugee Studies Centre Working Paper. No. 12. 
Oxford: Queen Elizabeth House.  
 

 Steinberg, J. 2015. ‘The Vertiginous Power of Decisions: Working through a Paradox about Forced 
Migration,’ Public Culture. 28(1): 139-160.  
 

 Xiang, B. and Lindquist, J. 2014. ‘Migration Infrastructure,’ International Migration Review. 48(1): 
S122-S148. 
 
 

2.  Migration, displacement and mobility: Africa in global perspective 
19 February – Loren Landau 
 

Guiding Questions: 
 
 What may make migration in Africa similar or different from movements seen elsewhere in the 

world? 
 

 What sources of information do we have about migration patterns in Africa and what are some of 
the problems with these sources? 
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Readings: 
 
 Goldstone, J.A. 2012. ‘A Theory of Political Demography: Human and Institutional Reproduction’ in 

J.A. Goldstone, E.P. Kaufmann, and M.D. Toft (Eds.), Political Demography: How Population 
Changes are Reshaping International Security and National Politics. Boulder: Paradigm Publishers: 
10-28. 
 

 Czaika, M and De Haas, H., and Miller, M. 2014. ‘The Globalization of Migration: Has the World 
Become More Migratory?,’ International Migration Review. 48(2): 283-323. 
 

 Landau, L.B. and Kihato, C.W. 2019. ‘The Future of Mobility and Migration Within and From Sub-
Saharan Africa,’ Foresight Reflection Paper. Brussels: European Policy Analysis and Strategy System 
(https://espas.secure.europarl.europa.eu/orbis/node/1310). 
 

 Getahun, S. 2013. ‘Charting Refugee and Migration Routes in Africa,’ pp. 87-96 in S.J. Gold and S.J. 
Nawyn, The Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies. London: Routledge 
International 
 

 Bundy, C. 2016. ‘Migrants, refugees, history & precedents,’ Forced Migration Review 51(1):5-6. 
 

 See also, UNDESA –Population Division. 2017. International Migration Report 2017: Highlights. 
New York: UNDESA. 

 
 
3.  Governance, power, and agency 

26 February– Loren Landau  
 
Guiding Questions:  
 
 How do we understand governance? What is the relationship among law, formal institutions and 

the social?  
 

 In considering where migration occurs, which forms of governance or regulation are likely to be 
most significant? Are their variations and what might account for them? 

 
Readings: 
 
 Sibeon, R. 1999. Agency, Structure, and Social Chance as Cross Disciplinary Concepts, Politics 19(3): 

139-144. 
 

 Lukes, S. 1997. ‘Introduction,’ in Power: A Radical View. London: Macmillan 
 

 Latham, R. 2000. ‘Social Sovereignty’. Theory, Culture & Society, 17(4): 1-18. 
 

 Brown, W. 2014. ‘Sovereignty and Enclosure’ in Walled States, Waning Sovereignty. New York: 
Zone Books. 

 
 
4.  Global and local governance of migration and displacement: The role of law and policy 

5 March – Jean Pierre Misago 
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Guiding Questions: 
 
 How do we understand law’s power? To what extent is it autonomous? To what extent is it 

constitutive of practice?  
 To what degree does law affect the lives of refugees? How best do we understand the meaning 

of law in African migration? 
 

 Are asylum and immigration legal or political issues?  
 

 What are the obligations of states toward asylum seekers, internally displaced, and other 
migrants? Where do these obligations come from? On what ethical foundations can various 
claims be made?  

 
Readings: 
 
 Betts, A. 2011. ‘Introduction: Global Migration Governance’, in A. Betts (ed.), Global Migration 

Governance. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1-33. 
 
 Waldinger, R. and Soehl, T. 2013. ‘The Political Sociology of International Migration: Borders, 

Boundaries, Rights, and Politics,’ pp. 334-344 in S.J. Gold and S.J. Nawyn, The Routledge 
International Handbook of Migration Studies. London: Routledge International 

 
 Aleinikoff, A. 2016. Revitalizing the International Response to Forced Migration: Principles and 

Policies for the “New Normal” Background paper for the Social Change Initiative.  
 
 Landau, L.B. 2017. Southern Urbanism, Legalization, and the Limits of migration Law. American 

Journal of International Law (AJIL) Unbound 111:165-171. 
 

Legal Instruments for Reference Purposes 
  
 1951 The 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 

(http://www.unhcr.org/protect/PROTECTION/3b66c2aa10.pdf)  
 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa 

(http://www.africa-
union.org/Official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/Refugee_Convention.pd
f)  

 1998 Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement 
(http://www.reliefweb.int/ocha_ol/pub/idp_gp/idp.html) 

 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 
of Their Families (1990), entered into force 1 July 2003 
(http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm)  

 South African Refugees Act, No. 130, 1998 
(http://www.lhr.org.za/sites/lhr.org.za/files/Refugee%20Act%2130%20of%201998.pdf)  

 South African Immigration Act, No. 13, 2002 (amended in 2004) 
(http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=68047)  

 See also the Global Compact on Migration and the Global Compact on Refugees  
  

http://www.unhcr.org/protect/PROTECTION/3b66c2aa10.pdf
http://www.africa-union.org/Official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/Refugee_Convention.pdf
http://www.africa-union.org/Official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/Refugee_Convention.pdf
http://www.africa-union.org/Official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/Refugee_Convention.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/ocha_ol/pub/idp_gp/idp.html
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www.lhr.org.za/sites/lhr.org.za/files/Refugee%20Act%2130%20of%201998.pdf
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=68047
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5.  Sources of displacement & migration in Africa: Politics, land, and conflict  
12 March – Loren Landau 

 
Guiding Questions: 
 
 How has the emergence of post-colonial nation-states in Africa generated migration and 

conditioned responses to it?  
 How does political rationality generate exclusion, migration and displacement?  

 How does environmental regulation and protection relate to migration?  
 
Readings: 
 
 Herbst, J. 2000. ‘The Politics of Migration and Citizenship' (Chapter Eight) in States and Power in 

Africa. Princeton: Princeton University Press: 227-248. 
 

 Mamdani, M. 2001. ‘Defining the Crisis of Postcolonial Citizenship: Settler and Native as Political 
Identities’ (Chapter One). In When Victims Become Killers. Colonialism, Nativism and the 
Genocide in Rwanda. Kampala: Fountain Publishers. Oxford: James Currey: 20-39 
 

 United Kingdom Government. 2011. Foresight: Migration and Global Environmental Change. Final 
Project Report (pages 1-m67). The Government Office for Science, London. 
 

 Fairhead, J., Leach, M., and Scoones, I. 2012. ‘Green Grabbing: a new appropriation of nature?’ 
Journal of Peasant Studies. 39(2):237-261, 
 

 

6. Differentiating mobility: Gender, age, class and power 
19 March– Jean Pierre Misago 

 

Guiding Questions: 
 

 What is intersectionality and how might it matter for people on the move? 
 What categories of difference most accurately help us understand migration? Why are some 

categories more visible in the literature and policy than others?  
 How can we make meaningful decisions about risk, vulnerability and need among diverse 

populations? 
 

 Readings: 
 

 Palmary, I., Burman, E., Chantler, K. and Kiguwa P. 2010. ‘Gender and Migration: Feminist 
Interventions’ (Chapter 1). Pp. 1-11 in Palmary Ingrid, Burman Erica, Chantler Khatidja and 
Kiguwa Peace (Eds). Gender and Migration: Feminist Interventions. Zed Books. 
 

 Yuval-Davis, N. 2006. ‘Intersectionality and Feminist Politics,’ European Journal of Women 
Studies, 13(3):193-210. 
 

 Bhabha, J. 2004. ‘Demography and Rights: Women, Children and Access to Asylum.’ International 
Journal of Refugee Law, 16(2): 227-243.  
 

 Huijsmans, R. 2012. ‘Beyond Compartmentalization: A Relational Approach Towards Agency and 
Vulnerability of Young Migrants’. New Directions for Child and Adolescent Development, 136, 29–
45. 
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21 - 31 March:  Research Break 

 

Section Two: Responding to migration and Displacement  
 
7.  Global responses to migration and displacement 

2 April – Jean Pierre Misago 
 
Guiding Questions: 
 
 How do we explain the similarity and differences in responding to migration and asylum in various 

world regions? Under what conditions do issues of migration and asylum regulation control 
become considered national security or human rights concerns?  

 Who is empowered by current responses to mobility? How will this be manifested? 
 How do declining commitments to migrant and refugee rights speak to the relative power of law, 

discourses of rights, and local vs. translocal social mobilisation?  
 
Readings: 
 
 Guild, E. and Grant, S. 2017. ‘Migration Governance in the UN: What is the Global Compact and 

What Does it Mean? (January 8, 2017). Queen Mary School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper 
No. 252/2017. Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2895636  
 

 Chimni, B.S. 2000. ‘Globalization, Humanitarianism and the Erosion of Refugee Protection’ 
Journal of Refugee Studies, 13(3): 243-263.  
 

 Landau, L.B. 2019. ‘A Chronotope of Containment Development: Europe’s Migrant Crisis and 
Africa’s Reterritorialization,’ Antipode 51(1):169-186.  
 

 Milner, J. 2009. Refugees, the State and the Politics of Asylum in Africa, Palgrave Macmillan. 
(Chapters One: ‘Understanding the State and Asylum in Africa’, pp. 1-17 and eight: ‘The Politics 
of Asylum in Africa’, pp. 161-188)  

 

9-10 April: Mid-term assessment 
 
8.  Critical Perspectives on Humanitarianism 

16 April – Loren Landau 
 

Guiding Questions  
 
 How can we understand humanitarian interventions as a form of global and local governance? 
 What is behind how are refugees or forced migrants created discursively as objects of 

humanitarian interventions? What are the consequences of this?  
 What are the most significant governance impacts of the humanitarian imperative?  
 
Readings: 
 
 De Waal, A. 1998. ‘Political Contracts & Humanitarian Dilemmas’ in Famine Crimes: Politics & 

Disaster Relief Industry in Africa. James Currey [Also try read other chapters of interest in this 
book] 
 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=2895636
http://www.citeulike.org/user/giovannicasagrande/author/Chimni:BS
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 Fassin, D. 2010. 'The Heart of Humaneness: The Moral Economy of Humanitarian 
Intervention' in Fassin, D & M. Pandolfi (Eds.): Contemporary States of Emergency: The Politics of 
Military and Humanitarian Interventions; pp 269-293. Zone Books [other chapters may also be 
relevant to your work].  
 

 Sigona, N. 2015. ‘Campzenship: Reimagining the camp as a social and political space’, Citizenship 
Studies, 19:1, 1-15. 
 

 Siddiqi, A. I. 2017. ‘On Humanitarian Architecture: A Story of a Border,’ Humanity: An 
International Journal of Human Rights, Humanitarianism, and Development 8(3): 519-521.  

 
9.  Urbanisation and the power of cities 
 23 April - Loren Landau 
 

Guiding Questions: 
 
 What is the significance of the 21st Century’s ‘Urban Age’ for configurations of power, production, 

and meaning? Are all cities created equal? 
 What does the study of cities mean for the scale at which we understand mobility, markets, and 

politics?  
 

Readings: 
 

 Sassen, S. 2008. ‘Introduction’ and ‘The State and the Global City’ from Globalization and Its 
Discontents (as reproduced in S. Khagram and P. Levitt. 2008. ‘The Transnational Studies Reader.’ 
London: Routledge: 72-81. 
 

 Simone, A. 2012. ‘No Longer the Sub-Altern: Refiguring Cities of the Global South,’ pp. 31-46 in 
T. Edensor and M. Jayne (eds), Urban Theory Beyond the West. London: Routledge. 
 

 DeBoeck, F. 2012. ‘Spectral Kinshasa: Building the City Through and Architecture of Words’ pp. 
311-328 in T. Edensor and M. Jayne (eds), Urban Theory Beyond the West. London: Routledge. 
 

 Landau, L.B. 2018. ‘Urbanisms and Archipelagic Space-Time,’ African Mobilities: This Is Not a 
Refugee Camp online catalogue, curated by Mpho Matsipa. Munich: Technical University of 
Munich (http://africanmobilities.org/2018/05/urbanisms-and-archipelagic-space-time). 

 
 
10.  The right to have rights? The ethics of othering and membership  

30 April - Loren Landau 
 

Guiding Questions: 
 
 Where do communities derive their power and legitimacy? 
 Who defines rights to citizenship, space, livelihoods and protection? 
 What arguments can be made for denying the rights of others or insisting on their protection?  
 If membership is important for claiming rights, what are the most important forms of belonging 

in the contemporary world?  
 

  

https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/499
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/499
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Readings: 
 
 Carens, J. 1987. ‘Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders.’ The Review of Politics 49: 251-

273. 
 

 Wellman, C.H. and Cole, P. 2011. ‘In Defence of the Right to Exclude,’ in C.H. Wellman and P. Cole, 
Debating the Ethics of Immigration: Is there a Right to Exclude? Oxford: Oxford University Press: 
13-56.  
 

 Walzer, M. 1983. ‘Membership’ in Spheres of Justice: A Defence of Pluralism and Equality. New 
York: Basic Books: 31-63. 

  
11. Social responses to mobility and displacement: Livelihoods and labour 

7 May – Jean Pierre Misago  
 
Guiding Questions: 
 
 How do you conceptualise livelihoods? What are the spatial dimensions? 
 How does mobility condition the livelihoods choices of and labour market outcomes of non-

nationals?  
 Which factors impact migrants’ and refugees’ access to labour markets and influence their 

economic choices and opportunities in countries of destination? 
 

Readings: 
 
 Thieme, S. 2008. ‘Sustaining Livelihoods in Multi‐local Settings: Possible Theoretical Linkages 

Between Transnational Migration and Livelihood Studies’, Mobilities, 3:1, 51-71. 
 

 Lewis, H., Dwyer, P., Hodkinson, S. and Waite, L. 2014. ‘Hyper-precarious lives: Migrants, work 
and forced labour in the Global North’, Progress in Human Geography, 1–21 
 

 Worby, E. 2010. ‘Address Unknown: The Temporality of Displacement and the Ethics of 
Disconnection among Zimbabwean Migrants in Johannesburg,’ Journal of Southern African 
Studies, 36:2, 417-431. 
 

 Ratha, D; De, S; Plaza, S. Seshan, G.; Yameogo, D; Kim, E.J. 2018. Migration and 
Remittances: Recent Developments and Outlooks. Migration and Development Brief 30. 
Washington DC: The World Bank.  

 

12.  Migration, marginalization and belonging? Inclusion and exclusion  
14 May – Loren Landau 

 
Guiding Questions:  
 

 How does the creation of immigrant or migrant neighborhoods potentially reshape patterns of 

authority and citizenship? 

 How can marginality and invisibility become a resource for migrants and others? 

 What are the ‘new’ idioms of belonging and identity that migration and globalisation bring to 
the fore? 
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 How do these new forms of belonging and identity challenge, complement or confirm concepts 
of territoriality and the nation-state? 

 
Readings: 
 
 Geschiere, P. 2005. ‘Autochthony and Citizenship: New Modes in the Struggle over Belonging 

and Exclusion in Africa. QUEST: An African Journal of Philosophy XVIII: 9-24.  

 

 Eyoh, D. 2008. ‘Urban Migrants and the Claims of Citizenship in Postcolonial Africa’, pp.269-295 

in L.M. Handley, B.A. Ruble and A.M. Garland. Immigration & Integration in Urban Communities. 

Washington D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Press.  

 

 Grove, N. and Zwi, A. 2006. ‘Our Health and Theirs: Forced migration, Othering and Public 

Health Social Science and Medicine 62 1931 – 1942 

 

 Landau, L. B and Freemantle, I. 2016. ‘Beggaring Belonging in Africa’s No-Man’s Lands: Diversity, 

Usufruct and the Ethics of Accommodation’, Journal for Ethnic and Migration Studies. 

42(6):933-951. 

 

18 – 26 May: Study break 
 
28 May:  Group Project Presentations  
  
4 June:   Revision Session 
 

10-12 June:  Final Examination  
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Appendix: Additional Readings by Topic 
 
Conceptualising Migration and Displacement 
 
o Gebre, Yntiso D. and Itaru Ohta. 2005 ‘Displacement in Africa-Conceptual and Practical 

Concerns’ Pp. 1-14 in Y. Gebre and I. Ohta (Eds.) Displacement Risks in Africa: Refugees, 
Resettlers, and their Host Populations. Kyoto: Kyoto University Press. 

o Natali Claudia. 2009. Linkages between Internal and International Migrations: Policy 
Implications for Development. International Organisation for Migration (IOM). Conference 
Urban-Rural Linkages and Migration September 16th 2009. (Available online at 
http://www.raumplanung.tu-dortmund.de/rel/cms/Medienpool/documents/Conference_urban-
rural___1/4_Natali_Public_policies_for_migration_16_09_09.pdf) 

o Massey, Douglas S., J. Arango, G. Hugo, A. Kouaouci, A. Pellegrino, and J. E. Taylor. 1993. 
‘Theories of International Migration: A Review and Appraisal,’ 1993. Population and 
Development Review. 3: 431-466. 

o Bakewell, Oliver, 2011. Conceptualising Displacement and Migration: Processes, Conditions, 
and Categories, in Koser, Khalid & Martin, Susan (eds.), The Migration-Displacement Nexus, 
Patterns, Processes and Policies, New York: Berghahn Books, pp. 14-28.)  

o Martin, Susan F. 2001. ‘Global migration trends and asylum’, New Issues in Refugee Research, 
Working Paper No. 41, (April 2001). Online at 
http://www.unhcr.org/research/RESEARCH/3af66ccc4.pdf  

o Wimmer, A, and Schiller, Nina Glick. 2003. ‘Methodological Nationalism, the Social Sciences, 
and the Study of Migration: An Essay in Historical Epistemology.’ International Migration 
Review. 37(3):576-610 

o Hagen-Zanker, J. 2008. Why do people migrate? A review of the theoretical literature. Working 
paper; Maastricht Graduate School of Governance January 2008. 

o Massey, Douglas S., et al. 1998. ‘Contemporary Theories of International Migration.’ Pp. 17-59 
in Worlds in Motion: Understanding International Migration at the End of the Millennium. 
.Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

o Zetter, Roger. 2007. ‘More Labels, Fewer Refugees: Remaking the Refugee Label in an Era of 
Globalization.’ Journal of Refugee Studies Vol. 20: 172-192 

o Black, Richard. 2001. ‘Fifty Years of Refugee Studies: From Theory to Policy’ International 
Migration Review. 35 (1): 57-78. 

o Andrews, B. Lacey. 2003. ‘When Is a Refugee not a Refugee? Flexible Social Categories and 
Host/Refugee Relations in Guinea.’ New Issues in Refugee Research Working Paper No. 88 
(Available through www.unhcr.ch). 

o Brettell, Caroline and James Hollifield. 2000. ‘Migration Theory.’ Pp. 1-26 in Brettell and 
Hollifield, eds., Migration Theory. New York: Routledge.  

o Brettell, Caroline. 2000. ‘Theorizing Migration in Anthropology.’ Pp. 97-135 in Brettell and 
Hollifield, eds., Migration Theory. New York: Routledge. 

o Reed, Holly, et al. 1998. The Demography of Forced Migration: Summary of a Workshop. 
Washington: National Academy Press.  

o Turton, David. 2003. ‘Refugees and Other Forced Migrants’ Refugee Studies Centre Working 
Paper. No. 13. Oxford: Queen Elizabeth House. (Available online at: 
http://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/wp13.pdf) 

o Zolberg, Aristide R. and Peter M. Benda, 2001. Global Migrants, Global Refugees, New York: 
Berghahn Books. 

o Kunz, Egon. 1981. ‘Exile and Resettlement: Refugee Theory’. International Migration Review. 15 
(1): 42-51  

http://www.raumplanung.tu-dortmund.de/rel/cms/Medienpool/documents/Conference_urban-rural___1/4_Natali_Public_policies_for_migration_16_09_09.pdf
http://www.raumplanung.tu-dortmund.de/rel/cms/Medienpool/documents/Conference_urban-rural___1/4_Natali_Public_policies_for_migration_16_09_09.pdf
http://www.unhcr.ch/
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o Favell, A. 2007. Rebooting Migration Theory: Interdisciplinarity, Globality and Postdisciplinarity 
in Migration Studies,’ In C. Brettell, J. Hollifield (eds.) Migration Theory: Talking Across 
Disciplines (2nd ed.), London: Routledge (pp.259-278).  

o  
 
Migration, Displacement and Mobility: Africa in Global Perspective 
  
o Bakewell, Oliver. 2009. South-South Migration and Human Development: Reflections on African 

Experiences. Human Development Report Research Paper, 2009/07. (Available online: 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2009/papers/HDRP_2009_07.pdf)  

o Global Commission for International Migration. 2005. Migration in an Interconnected World: 
New Directions for Action. (Available online: http://www.gcim.org/en/finalreport.html). 

o Adepoju, Aderanti. 2006. ‘Internal and International Migration within Africa’. Pp. 26-46 in P. 
Kok, D. Gelderblom, J. Oucho, and J. van Zyl (Eds.) Migration in South and Southern Africa: 
Dynamics and Determinants. Pretoria: Human Sciences Research Council.  

o Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2011. The Urbanity of Movement: Dynamic Frontiers in Contemporary 
Africa, Journal of Planning Education and Research 31(4): 379-391. 

o Castles, Stephen and Mark Miller. 2003. ‘Introduction’ in The Age of Migration: International 
Population Movements in the Modern World. London: Palgrave : 1-20.  

o Zlotnick, Hania. 2006. ‘The Dimensions of Migration in Africa’. Pp. 15-37 in Africa on the Move. 
Tienda, Findley, Tollman, and Preston Whyte (Eds). Johannesburg: Wits University Press. 

o Faist, Thomas. 2000. ‘Lacunae of Migration and Post-Migration Research’ Pp. 1-29 in The 
Volume and Dynamics of International Migration and Transnational Social Spaces .Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

o F. Laczko and D. Thompson. 2000. Migrant trafficking and human smuggling in Europe: a review 
of the evidence with case studies from Hungary, Poland and Ukraine Geneva: International 
Organization for Migration.  

o Crisp, Jeff. 2000 ‘Africa’s Refugees: Patterns Problems and Policy Challenges’ Journal of 
Contemporary African Studies, Vol. 18 (2): 157-178. 

o Cohen, R. and F.M. Deng. 1998. Masses in Flight: The Global Crisis of Internal Displacement, 
Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press. 

o Agnew, J. 2005, ‘Sovereignty Regimes: Territoriality and State Authority in Contemporary World 
Politics', Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 95(2): 437–461.  

 
Global and Local Governance of Migration and Displacement: The Role of Law and Policy 
 
o Hathaway, James. 1990 'The Development of the Refugee Definition in International Law.' pp. 

1-27 in The Law of Refugee Status, Toronto: Butterworths. 
o A.M. Messina & G. Lahav (Eds.). 2006. The Migration Reader: Exploring Politics and Policies. 

Boulder: Lynne Rienner.  
o Shacknove, Andrew. 1985. 'Who is a Refugee?' 95 Ethics 274-85. 
o Koh, Harold Hongju. 1994. 'America's Offshore Refugee Camps,' University of Richmond Law 

Review 29: 139-173. 
o Kooiman, J. 1999. ‘Social-Political Governance,’ Public Management: An International Journal of 

Research and Theory. 1(1): 67-92. 
o Arendt, H. 2009. ‘The Decline of the Nation-State and the End of the Rights of Man.’ In M. 

Goodale (Ed.), Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader. Oxford: Wiley Blackwell.  
o Landau, Loren B and Amit, Roni, 2014, ‘Wither Policy? Southern African Perspectives on 

Understanding Law, ‘Refugee’ Policy and Protection,’ Journal of Refugee Studies. 27(4): 534-
552.  

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2009/papers/HDRP_2009_07.pdf
http://www.gcim.org/en/finalreport.html
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o Mountz, A. 2003. ‘Human Smuggling, the Transnational Imaginary, and Everyday Geographies 
of the Nation-State.’ Antipode. 35(3): 622-644. 

o Barnett, L. 2002. ‘Global Governance and the Evolution of the International Refugee Regime.’ 
International Journal of Refugee Law 14(2/3): 238-262. 

o Hathaway, J. 1990 'The Development of the Refugee Definition in International Law.' pp. 1-27 in 
The Law of Refugee Status, Toronto: Butterworths. 

o Romero, M. 2006. ‘Racial Profiling and Immigration Law Enforcement: Rounding up of Usual 
Suspects in the Latino Community,’ Critical Sociology. 32(2-3): 447-473. 

o Cornelius, W. 2004. ‘Death at the Border: Efficacy and Unintended Consequences of US 
Immigration Control Policy,’ Population and Development Review. 27(4): 661-685. 

o Leonard, S. 2010. ‘EU Border Security and Migration into the European Union: FRONTEX and 
the Securitisation through Practices.’ European Security. 19*2): 231-254. 

o Wong, D. 2005. ‘The Rumour of Trafficking: Border Controls, Illegal Migration, and the 
Sovereignty of the Nation State.’ In William van Schendel and Itty Abraham, Illicit Flows and 
Criminal Things: States, Borders, and the Other Side of Globalisation. Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press: 69-100. 

o Mackintosh, Kate. 2000. ‘The Principles of Humanitarian Action in International Humanitarian 
Law’ ODI Report www.odi.org.uk/hpg/papers/hpgreport5.pdf 

o Polzer, Tara. 2007. ‘Adapting to Changing Legal Frameworks: Mozambican Refugees in South 
Africa - an Historical Overview.’ International Journal of Refugee Law 19(1): 22-50. 

o Nicholas Leader, ‘Proliferating Principles; Or How to Sup with the Devil without Getting Eaten,’ 
Disasters, 1998, Vol. 22, No. 4, 288-308 (In Course Reader) 

o United Nations General Assembly. 2002. Declaration of the Hague on the Future of Refugee 
and Migration Policy (23 December 2002) A/57/693, 20 pages. Online at: 
www.thehagueprocess.org/activities/Declaration/samenvatting.htm  

o UNHCR (2001) Refugee protection and migration control: perspectives from UNHCR and IOM, 
UNHCR Global Consultations on International Protection (31 May 2001), Online at: 
http://www.reahamba.nl/ESCandRefugees/unhcr_refugee_protection_and_migration_control_
gc01_11e.pdf  

o Hathaway, J. (1997). Toward the Reformulation of International Refugee Law: A Model for 
Collectivized and Solution-Oriented Protection. Transforming South African Migration and 
Immigration Policy. J. Crush and F. Veriava. Cape Town/Kingston, Southern African Migration 
Project. 

o Hathaway, J. C. (1984). ‘The Evolution of Refugee Status in International Law: 1920-1950.’ The 
International and Comparative Law Quarterly 33(2): 348-380. 

o Hathaway, J. C. (2007). ‘Forced Migration Studies: Could We Agree Just to 'Date'?’ Journal of 
Refugee Studies 20(3): 349-369. 

o Hathaway, James. 1990. ‘The Development of the Refugee Definition in International Law.’ Pp. 
1-27 in The Law of Refugee Status Toronto: Butterworths. 

o Barutciski, M. (2002). ‘A Critical View on UNHCR's Mandate Dilemmas.’ International Journal of 
Refugee Law 14(2/3): 365-381. 

o NGO Background paper on the Refugee and Migration Interface. (2001) Presented to the 
UNHCR Global Consultations on International Protection, Palais des Nations, Geneva, (28 – 29 
June 2001), 14 pages Online (mirror) at: http://www.reahamba.nl/ESCandRefugees/final-
ngo_back_paper.pdf  

o Goodwin-Gill, Guy. 1996. The Refugee in International Law, Oxford: OUP. 
o Badil, 2005/ Closing Protection Gaps: Handbook on Protection of Palestinian Refugees in States 

Signatories to the 1951 Refugee Convention. 
o Goodwin-Gill, Guy. 2007. ‘Institutional and National Responses to the Challenges of Forced 

Displacement.’ in Jeff Handmaker, Lee Anne de la Hunt and Jonathan Klaaren (Eds) Advancing 
Refugee Protection in South Africa, Berghan Books, New York 
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o Herbst, Jeffrey Ira. 2000. ‘The Challenge of State-Building in Africa.’ Chapter One in States and 

Power in Africa. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press: 11-31. 
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Displacement. Oxford: The Open University: 19-67. 
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Legislation,’ Childhood, 3(1): 45-66. 

o Crawley, H. 2000. ‘Gender, Persecution and the Concept of Politics in the Asylum 
Determination Process.’ Forced Migration Review, 9: 17-20. (Available online at 
http://www.fmreview.org/text/FMR/09/05.htm )  

o Ahear, Fred, Loughry, M., and Ager, A. 1999. ‘The Experience of Refugee Children,’ Pp. 215-236 
in Ager, Alastair, ed., Refugees: Perspectives on the Experience of Forced Migration. London: 
Continuum. 

o Sen, Amartya. 1981. ‘Poverty and Entitlements’, ‘Starvation and Famines’, ‘The Entitlement 
Approach’ and ‘Entitlements and Deprivation’ in Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement 
and Deprivation. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

o Green, L. 2002. ‘Propaganda and Sexual Violence in the Rwandan Genocide: An Argument for 
Intersectionality’ in International Law,’ Colombia Law Review, Vol. 33: 733-776. 

o Doreen Indra, ‘Not a ‘Room of One’s Own’: Engendering Forced Migration Knowledge and 
Practice,’ in Engendering Forced Migration: Theory and Practice, Oxford: Berghahn Press, pp. 1-
22. (In Course Reader). 

o Lammers, Ellen. 1999. ‘Gender’ in Refugees, Gender and Human Security: A Theoretical 
Introduction and Annotated Bibliography. Utrecht: International Books. (see mimeo) 

o Callamard, Agnes.1999. ‘Refugee Women: A Gendered and Political Analysis of the Refugee 
Experience’ Pp. 196-214 in Ager, Alastair, ed., Refugees: Perspectives on the Experience of 
Forced Migration. London: Continuum.  

o Alice Szczepanikova. 2005. ‘Gender Relations in a Refugee Camp: A Case of Chechens Seeking 
Asylum in the Czech Republic’ Journal of Refugee Studies 18: 281-298. 

o Mertus, J. A., 2000. War’s Offensive on Women. The Humanitarian Challenge in Bosnia, Kosovo, 
and Afghanistan. Humanitarianism and War Project: Kumarian Press.  

o Moser, C. A., and Clark, F. C. 2001. Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? Gender, Armed Conflict and 
Political Violence. London: Zed Books. 

o Roe, M. D. 1992. ‘Displaced Women in Settings of Continued Armed Conflict’, in E. Cole, O. M. 
Espin, and E. D. Rothblum (Eds.), Refugee Women and their Mental Health. Shattered Societies, 
Shattered Lives. London: Harrington Park Press. 

o ReliefWeb ‘If not now, when? Addressing gender-based violence in refugee, internally 
displaced, and post-conflict settings’ (Available online at: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/40B847015485B34749256BFE0006E603) 

o Lubkemann, Stephen. 2000. ‘Other Motives, Other Struggles: Gender politics and the shaping 
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